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A food chain isamode that shows how energy is passed, in the form of food, from one organism to another. The
arrows between the organisms show the direction of energy flow.

The organismsin afood chain can be either producer s, consumers, or decomposer s.

Producer sare green plants capable of making their own food using energy from the sun in a process called
photosynthesis.

Consumers are animals that cannot make their own food. They get their energy from other plants and animals. A
food chain can have as many as three to four consumers.

First level consumersfeed dlrectly on plants an example of thiswould be a mouse.

=¥l Second level consumersfeed on
first Ievel CONSUMErs; an exampleof thlswould bearattlwnake that eats the mouse. Third level consumers feed
on second level consumers; an example of thiswould be ahawk eating the rattlesnake. Decomposer s are also
unable to make their own food. Bacteriaand fungi are decomposers. They bresk down waste

products and dead organisms for food. These broken down materials are returned to the soil to be *
recycled and used by plants again. An example of this would be afungus growing on alog. L
Although decomposers are very important to ecosystems, they are usually not shown on the food
chain. Look at the following list of organisms and identify them as either producer s, consumer's,
or decomposer s.
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[Organisms |[Rolein food chain
[Human

[Deer

[Pinetree

[Bear

[Rabbit

[Bacteria

[Mouse

[Snake
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[Fly maggot
[Bluegrass
[Hawk
[Millipede
[Sparrow
[Cat

[Frog
[Algee
[Trout
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?, ﬁTest your knowledge of food chains by drawing some of your own. Draw and color 3 food

chainswith four organismsin each. Make your food chains for diverse ecosystems ... the desert, the forest, the
plains of Africa, the ocean, the arctic. Be creative. Be sure to include arrows to show the direction of energy flow.

Label each member of the food chain as the producer; or first, second, or third level consumer. | g
scientific method and explore the process awildlife biologist usesto determine when the hunter ki Iled acougar.
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